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tp The present invention is related to databases, and in particular, to methods and 

|« systems for intellectual property database navigation. 

20 Background of the Invention 

Intellectual property, embodied in books, articles, films, music, television 
shows, and the like have become an increasingly important asset. Often, there is a 
complex bundle of intellectual property rights associated with a given intellectual 
property asset. For example, an owner of a film can divide and license portions of 
25 rights associated with the film. The owner can license the right to exhibit the film in 

different markets to different licensees. Further, the owner can grant the right to exhibit 
the film in different language to different licensees. In addition, the licenses can be 
granted for limited, specified times. Thus, there can be numerous intellectual property 
rights associated with even a single asset. 
30 In order to manage intellectual property, conventional systems maintain 

intellectual property databases. Given the number of properties and the large number of 

-1- 



# • 

associated property rights an owner may have, it can be challenging to determine what 
properties and rights are available. Using conventional techniques, the process of 
determining property and rights availability can be time consuming and processor 
intensive. In addition, the intellectual property database can become very large and 
difficult to maintain. 

Summary of the Invention 

In order to more efficiently determine property and rights status and availability, 
one embodiment of the present invention optionally determines the availability of 
intellectual property rights through a bi-directional hierarchical navigation process and 
by extracting implied data relations. 

In one embodiment, the repository may perform data management by inference 
rather than by direct reference. In this embodiment, the intellectual property rights 
owner specifies only the most or more general level of rights owned, and the most or 
more general level of rights licensed out. When a query for specific rights is made, i.e., 
"descendents" of the general right, the central repository determines if those rights are 
still available by forming implicit relationships between the most or more general level 
of rights owned, and the most or more general level of rights licensed out. This novel 
process provides a faster, more efficient technique to determine the availability of 
intellectual property rights than that provided by conventional intellectual property 
rights management systems. 

The present invention therefore, advantageously provides an intellectual 
property rights management and licensing system that enables the efficient storage and 
extraction of intellectual property rights-related information. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
These features will now be described with reference to the drawings summarized 
below. These drawings and the associated description are provided to illustrate a 
preferred embodiment of the invention, and not to limit the scope of the invention. 

Figure 1 illustrates an example embodiment of the rights management and 
licensing system. 



Figure 2 illustrates an example process used to establish an account for an 
intellectual property owner and for providing information related to the selling or 
licensing of intellectual property rights. 

Figures 3A and 3B illustrate an example transaction process for licensing 
intellectual property rights. 

Figure 4 illustrates an embodiment of a search page. 

Figures 5A-K illustrates a sample page containing a list of an owner's properties 
and user interfaces for specifying rights for a property. 

Figure 6 illustrates an exemplary high-level flow diagram of a process for 
determining the availability of rights associated with a property. 

Figures 7A and 7B illustrate an example request template. 

Figures 8 A, 8B and 8C illustrate an example of how data is organized. 

Figures 9 A, 9B, and 9C illustrate hierarchy trees, hierarchy tables, and circular 
view tables for right types. - 

Figures 10A, 10B, and IOC illustrate hierarchy trees, hierarchy tables, and 
circular view tables for geographical territories, 

Figures 11 A, 11B, and 11C illustrate hierarchy trees, hierarchy tables, and 
circular view tables for properties. 

Figures 12 A, 12B, and 12C illustrate hierarchy trees, hierarchy tables, and 
circular view tables for languages. 

Figures 13 A, 13B, and 13C illustrate hierarchy trees, hierarchy tables, and 
circular view tables for term dates. 

Figure 14 illustrates another example tree. 

Figure 15 illustrates an example of Rights In / Rights Out / Available Data Sets. 
Detailed Description of Preferred Embodiments 

Throughout the following description, the term "Web site" is used to refer to a 
user -accessible network site that implements the basic World Wide Web standards for the 
coding and transmission of hypertextual documents. These standards currently include 
HTML (the Hypertext Markup Language) and HTTP (the Hypertext Transfer Protocol). It 
should be understood that the term "site" is not intended to imply a single geographic 
location, as a Web or other network site can, for example, include multiple geographically 



distributed computer systems that are appropriately linked together. Furthermore, while 
the following description relates to an embodiment utilizing the Internet and related 
protocols, other networks, such as networked interactive televisions, and other protocols 
may be used as well. In the figures, words and phrases are underlined to indicate a 
5 hyperlink to a document or Web page related to the underlined word or phrase. In 

addition, unless otherwise indicated, the functions described herein are preferably 
performed by executable code running on one or more general purpose or computers or on 
servers. 

A novel information rights management and licensing system, described in 
10 greater detail below, provides users with an integrated rights management and licensing 

H system for storing, researching, tracking, licensing, buying, and selling intellectual 

y 

CI} property rights. The rights-centric rights management and licensing system aggregates 

jri rights information into a repository, and makes the information quickly and widely 

fii 

fi E accessible. Rights owners can thereby optionally manage their intellectual property 
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?Q 15 rights locally, while distributing them globally. In addition, the rights management and 
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|U licensing workflow is configurable by rights owners using the integrated rights 
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management and licensing system. Thus, rather being constrained to a predefined, 

* L ; unsuitable workflow for managing and licensing their rights, the present invention 

U 

M allows the work flow to be freely reconfigured or changes as desired. Changes are 



20 implemented in real time, so that the next time a licensee begins the licensing process 

for a right owned by the rights owner, the changes will be reflected in the licensing 
workflow. 

Thus, the present invention provides rights owners and licensors the ability to 
efficiently produce revenue for intellectual property related to media, such as movies, 
25 television shows, music, books, computer games, trademarks, personality, and so on. 

Often there is a complex set of rights and rights owners associated with a given 
type of media property. For example, studios, agents, producers and actors may 
selectively own rights for film distribution, productions, consumer products, 
development, advertising, merchandising, clips and stills. With respect to music, record 
30 labels, publishing companies and artists may selectively own production, advertising, 

sync, and/or licensing and merchandising rights. The media can also include 
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documents, such as scripts, x-rays, novels, and the like. A system in accordance with 
the present invention, effectively manages these ownership rights, and allows these 
rights to be effectively exploited. 

As illustrated in Figure 1, in one embodiment, a rights management and 
licensing system 100 in accordance with the present invention includes four main 
components the enable the management and licensing of intellectual property to be 
performed in a real time, seamless manner: a rights intelligence application 102, also 
termed a rights owner application, a central rights repository 104, a rights licensing 
application 106 and a rights exchange application 108. External systems, such as other 
web sites 110 or delivery services 111, can access or provide links to the rights 
management and licensing system 100 via the rights licensing application 106. 

The rights owner application 102 optionally executes on a server associated with 
the rights owner, or the application 102 can instead execute on a server operated by an 
on-line rights management and licensing service provider. In other embodiments, the 
rights management and licensing system 100 can be hosted on a single server as a single 
application. 

An owner, seller or licensor manages and tracks the transaction and the status of 
various property rights using the rights owner or intelligence application 102 via the 
owner's terminal 112, while the buyer uses the rights exchange application. The term 
licensor, as used herein, can include the owner, or an agent of the licensor or owner. A 
buyer using a terminal 113, which can be, by way of example, a personal computer, a 
personal digital assistant, an interactive television, a networked appliance, or the like, 
can access the rights management and licensing system 100 via the rights exchange 
application 108 or through other web sites 110, which may employ third-party software 
or that may provide access to the rights exchange application 108. The term buyer, as 
used herein, can also include a licensor or an agent of the buyer or licensor. 

In one embodiment, the rights owner application 102 resides in a presentation 
layer, the licensing application 106 resides in an application layer, and the central 
repository 104 resides in a data layer. The central rights repository 104, the rights 
licensing application 106 and the rights exchange application 108 can be executed on 
one or more servers managed by the on-line rights management service provider. In one 



embodiment, these components may be used in conjunction with each other to integrate 
the management and licensing of intellectual property by enabling intellectual property 
owners and consumers to conduct real-time licensing transactions over a network, such 
as a public internet, private intranet, and so on. 

The rights owner application 102 enables rights owners, including rights 
licensors or sellers, to collect, manage, and analyze their intellectual property and 
associated rights. In particular, property rights owners can track two basic sets of 
information, including the rights they have acquired (Rights In), and the rights they 
have sold or licensed to another entity (Rights Out). Using the rights owner application 
102, the rights owner can specify, view and update detailed information relating to their 
intellectual property. The rights owner application 102 captures descriptive information 
about the intellectual property, rights owned, rights that have been licensed out, pricing 
rules, workflow rules, payment processing, license request forms, license agreements, 
application security, data access, reporting, analysis and the like. The licensors can also 
view and edit their license agreements, license request forms, payment information, and 
privacy information. The licensors can also determine and specify the level of access to 
their intellectual property that the rights management and licensing system can provide 
to existing or potential licensees, and other clients. The rights owner application 102 
enables the rights owner to conduct licensing transactions on-line, via the Internet or 
other network, thereby giving broad exposure of the owned rights to potential 
purchasers and licensees. 

Some or all of the information provided by the licensor using the rights owner 
application 102 may be stored in the central rights repository database 104 which may 
be located on one or more servers associated with the rights management and licensing 
system 100. Information can be extracted from other applications, such as financial 
management systems or legacy intellectual property management systems and stored in 
the central repository 104. The data extraction and storage process can be configured by 
the user to occur offline in batch mode by importing data from a file generated by the 
licensor or to occur in real time as the licensor enters or edits information in a rights 
management application, such as a legacy database. 




The central repository 104 may also store all or part of the actual intellectual 
property in the form of if digitized in the form of digital audio, video, text files, or the 
like, thereby enabling prospective licensees and consumers to view or listen to the 
intellectual property. Alternatively or in addition, the central repository 104 optionally 
5 stores pointers or links to another site, such as the licensor's site, which hosts the actual 
intellectual property. In one embodiment, the central repository 104 provides a 
common location for data storage for intellectual property owners, intellectual property 
consumers, and any third party intermediaries that may be involved in a licensing 
transaction. 

10 The rights licensing application 106 enables other systems or applications, such 

as the rights exchange application 108, to access the central rights repository 104. For 
example, the rights licensing application 106 can contain business logic and rules that 

u * should be adhered to by systems that interact with the central rights depository 104. In 

if] 

f II another embodiment, the business logic and rules reside on a client system, such as the 

a 

jg 15 owner's terminal 112. 

■ In one embodiment, the rights licensing application 106 can be placed in a "wait 

til and listen" state, listening for information requests. The rights licensing application 106 
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|i| can interpret these requests and make the appropriate calls to the central rights 

ri 

r[ repository 104 to display, insert, update, or delete data accordingly. In addition, the 

20 rights licensing application 106 returns corresponding data to the calling application. In 

addition, as changes in the status of intellectual property rights are made, for example, 
as rights are sold and/or no longer available, the licensing application 106 sends real- 
time instructions to the central rights repository 104 to change the status of the rights. 
Such changes are then also reflected to the licensor the next time the licensor views the 
25 status of intellectual property rights owned. 

Using the capabilities of the rights owner application 102, the central repository 
database 104, and the rights licensing application 106, the rights exchange application 
108 enables rights owners and purchaser or licensees to conduct a licensing transaction 
of intellectual property. The licensing transaction process may include searching for 
30 specific types of intellectual properties or rights, submission of a license request to the 

appropriate licensor, negotiation of terms, acceptance of a license agreement, payment 
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of the transaction, and facilitation of the delivery of the intellectual property, whether 
physical or digital in nature. 

Figure 2 illustrates an example process 200 used to establish an account for an 
intellectual property owner and for providing information related to the selling or 
licensing of intellectual property rights. In the example embodiment, the process 200 is 
substantially performed by the rights owner application 102. The data obtained via 
process 200 may be stored in records in the rights repository 104 on a central rights 
repository server or on another server. At state 202, an intellectual property owner or 
seller desirous of selling or licensing rights applies for an account, providing relevant 
information, such as name, contact information, industry, line of business, and the like. 
The owner or the seller may also be required to specify a user name and password, or 
the user name and password may be provided by the right management system 100. 
The term "seller," as used herein, also includes a licensor or intellectual property rights. 
Similarly, the term "buyer,' as used herein, also refers to a licensee. 

The account application is sent, via e-mail 204 or the like, to the administrator of 
the rights owner application 102, which may be an employee of the rights owner or of 
the rights management service provider. The user name or ID and the password will 
then be associated with the owner's/seller's account. A confirmation e-mail 206 is sent 
to the applicant notifying the applicant that the application has been received. 

At state 208, the rights management service provider reviews the seller's 
application. The review ensures that the applicant has provided all necessary 
information asked for in the application. The review optionally also includes a 
background check of the applicant and a check to make sure that a duplicate account is 
not being created. If the application is denied at state 210, a notification of the denial is 
sent to the seller applicant at state 212. If the application is accepted at state 214, a 
customer account is created at state 216. An administrative account is created at state 
218. This account may include the information provided by the applicant such as 
customer name, contact information, type of industry, line of business, and department 
name. The account may also include information generated by the rights management 
and licensing system 100, such as a system-generated identifier. 



A payment template for any future payments that may be made to the seller's 
account by licensees is created at state 220. A notification 222 is then sent to the 
seller's administrator after the account has been set up and the payment template has 
been created. The owner or the owner's administrator logs on at state 224 to the rights 
management and licensing system and proceeds to set up templates and the like for the 
owner's account. In particular, the owner creates several templates used to order to 
gather and distribute consistent data related to the intellectual property rights that the 
owner wants to license or sell. 

At state 226, the owner's or the seller's administrator creates or customized a 
license request template in accordance with the owner's needs or requirements. The 
request template is used to gather consistent data from each potential buyer or licensee 
requesting to purchase or license rights for a property. Since the information is 
provided in a consistent manner, the seller can more efficiently analyze each request and 
make an informed decision in deciding when and how to license the property rights. 
The following is an exemplary list of request template fields: 

Name 

Company 

E-mail 

Address 

Phone 

Fax 

Department 
Property 

Right (including term, territory, media and language) 
Use of Right 

A sample request template is illustrated in Figures 7A-B. Figure 7 A illustrates 
some of the parameters that the seller may choose to include in a template common to 
all media types. These may include fields such as term start, term duration, media 
format, territory, and the like. The seller may select which fields are to be included in 
request templates for all media and then further specify fields for specific media types. 
Figure 7B illustrates an example of the parameters that the seller may choose to include 
in a template specifically for intended music properties. Options that the seller may 
choose to include in the music request template may include timing, media type, 



recording type, usage type, number of uses allowed, and so on. The seller can later edit 
these request templates, by adding and/or deleting fields. 

At state 228, a license agreement, also called a deal memo, template is created. 
The license agreement template allows the seller to create a standard format for deals 
involving a particular type of property. The rights owner application may populate the 
license agreement template with selected initial information, including, as a default, 
information from the request template. The license agreement template may then be 
provided in response to buyer or licensee requests. < The seller can modify the license 
agreement template terms for a specific transaction or deal. 

At state 230, the seller can generate a finance template, which may be used as 
follows. Once an agreement is reached between the seller and a buyer, and the license 
agreement has been agreed to and/or executed, a finance memo including finance terms, 
is generated based on the finance template. Example fields and data are as follows: 
. Total Payment ($) $25,000 
Number of Payments: 4 

Due Dates: $7,000 due upon execution of Deal 

$7,000 due 30 days after delivery 
$6,000 due 60 days following delivery 
$5,000 due 120 days following delivery 

To assure consistent and accurate information flow, a delivery template is 
created at state 232, with the appropriate information fields. Example fields and data 
are as follows: 



Property: 


"Summer Bash I" 


Territory: 


US and Canada 


Language: 


English 


Dubbing: 


N 


Format : 


VHS Beta Dub 


Master : 


N 


Additional: 


Press Kit, One Sheet 
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For a customer having several employees or users who are to utilize the rights 
management and licensing system 100, prior to a user accessing the system, the 
customer administrator, at state 234 creates a unique user account for each person 
identified as a user. The user account information can include one or more of the 
following information: 

Last Name 

First Name 

Email Address 

Language Preference 

Company Name 

User Group 

Optionally, the language preference, company name, and user group can be 
selected from corresponding drop-down lists. This ensures that the administrator is 
limited to selecting valid or available language preferences, company names, and user 
groups. 

A user group may be defined according to the user's job responsibilities. For 
example, there may be a "pricing staff group responsible for rights pricing, a "request 
reviewer" group that receives, reviews, and approves or disapproves of requests from 
buyers or licensees. Different groups can be accorded with different editing, creation 
and security rights with respect to viewing and/or editing information relating to 
properties. Thus, for example, the ability to change pricing or financing information 
may be restricted to users who are defined as members of the pricing staff group. 
Similarly, the ability to accept or reject an offer may be restricted to users who are 
defined as members of the request reviewer group. Thus, by assigning a new user to an 
appropriate group, the administrator can ensure that that the user has the appropriate 
editing, creation and security rights for their job function. 

In one embodiment, prior to establishing the user account the rights management 
and licensing system 100 verifies that the e-mail address or other authentication 
identifier is unique. If the e-mail address or other authentication identifier is unique, a 
password may be generated for the user. If . the e-mail address or other authentication 



identifier is not unique, the system optionally does not allow the account to be created 
and requests a unique e-mail address. 

Once the user account is created, an e-mail or other notification 236 is sent to the 
user welcoming the user to the rights management and licensing system, including a 
description of the rights management system, and the level of access the user has based 
on the user group specified by the administrator. A hyperlink is optionally included in 
the notification, activation of which causes the user's browser or other application to 
access the rights management and licensing system 100. 

When a user logs into rights management system 100 for the first time at state 
238, the user may be required enter or update some or all of the remaining un-entered 
account information, such as the user's phone number, facsimile number, address or 
other contact information. The user may also choose a password. Optionally, the 
administrator can edit the user provided information. An example completed account 
includes the following: 

• Last Name 

• First Name 

• E-mail Address (optionally not changeable by the user) 

• Language Preference (selected from a drop-down list) 

• Company Name (optionally not changeable by the user) 

• User Group (optionally not changeable by the user) 

• Password 

• Confirm Password 

• Phone 

• Fax 

• Address Line 1 

• Address Line 2 

• City / Province 

• State (selectable from a drop-down list) 

• Zip Code 

• Country (selectable from a drop-down list) 

-12- 



As can be seen from the above example, some of the fields cannot be edited by a 
user while others can be, and some of the items must be selected from a drop-down list. 
In other embodiments, all of the fields can be edited by a user, and all of the items can 
be entered by keying in the item, rather than selecting from a predefined list. 

The seller may then add a list of properties at state 240 and add a list of 
corresponding rights at state 242. At state 240, the seller can add intellectual properties 
to the central rights repository 104 in association with the seller's account. The seller is 
prompted to specify what type of property the seller or user would like to add. For 
example, the property type may be of type Film, Television, Music, Comic, and so on. 
Once the property type is identified, one or more blank fields for items related to that 
property type are displayed for the user to populate. 

For example, if a Film property is being added, the following fields may be 
presented for completion: 

• Producer 

• Director 

• Screenwriter 

• Stars 

• Genre 

• Type (movie of the week, mini-series, theater film, pay-per-view, basic 
cable, etc.) 

• Availability 

• Term start 

• Term end 

• Rights 

If the property type is Comic, then fields related to Comics are displayed, such 
as the following example fields: 

• Issue Number 

• Issue Title 

• Volume Number 

• Artist 
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• Number of Pages 

• Series Type 

• Availability 

• Term start 

• Term end 

• Rights 

The user or seller can upload sample or preview media, such as images, 
streaming or downloadable video and audio, to the rights management and licensing 
system's central repository 104 for viewing by or listening to by potential buyers. 

The seller and/or potential buyer can then later view all information related to a 
specific property. Property information can be viewed after a specific search, or after 
property information has been added or updated. All fields are read-only in a view 
mode. A property update mode allows the seller to update or edit the property 
information. 

Using the rights owner or manager application, the seller can add, delete or 
otherwise 'amend the available rights associated with a given property. Upon a user 
requesting to add a right, the rights owner application prompts the user to identify or 
select the property to which a right is to be added, and to specify the type of rights that 
is to be added (i.e., Publishing, Syndication, Merchandising). Once the "Type of Right" 
has been identified, blank fields for required items related to that Type are displayed to 
the user. By way of example, if the right of Merchandising is being added to the film 
property "Summer Bash I", the required fields may include number of units, samples, 
approval requirements, and the like. 

In addition, the seller can view, update, or remove a right. A right, including all 
entered information related to that right, can be viewed for review immediately after 
adding or updating the right, or can be viewed following a search on an existing right. 
In the view mode, the fields are read-only. A rights update mode allows the seller to 
update or edit the rights information. In addition, the seller can delete, or mark as 
deleted, a given property record. For example, if a right has been involved in a 
transaction of any kind such as a Request, License agreement or Sale, then the right 
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record may be archived, rather than deleted for tracking purposes. However, if the right 
has never been used in any type of transaction then it can be deleted from the system. 

In addition, the rights owner application 102 provides performance-monitoring 
tools that provide detailed information about user activity. Lists are generated detailing 
when a given user logs in, how long they stayed logged into the system, and what tasks 
they performed. Graphical reports may be generated illustrating the activity levels. 

Once the seller has provided the appropriate information and set up the 
appropriate templates for a property and its associated rights, the property rights can 
then be licensed to licensees or buyers. For convenience, both a buyer and licensee will 
be referred to as a buyer. 

The initial interaction with the buyer is handled by a property finder search 
function. The buyer can complete a series of questions to identify the desired property 
or properties. For example, the buyer may be requested to specify property type, title, 
right, territory, language, term, and so on. These questions are pre-determined by the 
seller using the request template described above. The rights management and licensing 
system 100 then queries or searches the rights central repository 104 to determine which 
properties, if any, fulfill the buyer specifications. Once the query is completed, the 
returned information can be displayed substantially immediately to the buyer. The 
buyer can then fill out a specific request for a specific property. As each request is 
received, the seller can review the request to determine whether to accept, reject, or 
provide a counter-offer to the request. At each state of processing the request, the 
request status is tracked and optionally status notifications are provided to the seller 
and/or buyer. If the buyer accepts the request, the buyer attaches to the request an 
appropriate license agreement generated using the license agreement template, as 
previously described. The buyer can modify the license agreement for the specific 
transaction without affecting the previously generated template. The request and 
attached license agreement is sent to the seller. 

In addition to the property rights owner, customers of the rights owner may be 
given limited rights to modify the templates and view information. A customer may 
include any number of intellectual property buyers and sellers that utilize the rights 
management and licensing system 100. An individual or organization that collaborates 
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with the intellectual property buyers and sellers and assists them in transactions 
involving intellectual property, such as accounting services, legal services and the like, 
may also be referred to as customers, or as partners. Partners may be given more rights 
than consumer customers. For example, partners may selectively be given the right to 
sales information related to other customers. The administrator can add new customers, 
edit information about existing customers, remove customers, and assign each customer 
system privileges. In setting up a customer account, the administrator enters the 
customer's company name, the name of the company's designated administrator, the 
company's e-mail address, language preference, and user group privileges. The rights 
management and licensing system administrator can update the company information. 
In addition the rights management and licensing system administrator can delete a 
customer. 

Figures 3A and 3B illustrates an example transaction process for licensing or . 
purchasing intellectual property rights for a given property. The process can be used by 
one or more rights owners to license to license or sell their rights. However, the process 
can advantageously be reconfigured or modified by a rights owner so as to meet the 
rights owner's particular needs. Thus, as discussed below, the rights owner can, for 
example, indicate who is to be notified at different stages of a licensing transaction, how 
they are to be notified, how and if negotiations are to be conducted, who has authority to 
authorize a license, the type of information required by the licensee, and so on. Further, 
the seller or licensor can configure which system entities, such as the properties, rights, 
requests, agreements, quotes, agents, licenses, licensees, and licensors, as well as which 
attributes for each entity, such as MPAA rating, genre, right, territory, language, term 
start, term end, licensee name, licensor name, request date, and agreement date, can be 
used as searchable parameters by a rights search engine. The rights owner can specify 
what information is required from a potential licensee who wants to submit a license 
request. Further, the licensor can configure which steps during the licensing transaction 
process require a request status update. The rights owner can configure the licensing 
workflow process by defining steps, status, actions, and user notification rules. The 
workflow rules can be stored in the rights repository and dynamically returned to the 
rights exchange application via the rights licensing application. 



-16- 



In addition, the rights owner can configure notification rules for the licensing 
process. For example, the rights owner can specify for which status or at which 
licensing workflow process states a notification needs to be sent. Further, the rights 
owner can specify the type of notification message that should be sent. The rights 
owner can specify that the notification is to be provided in the form of an email, a pager 
message, a message to a wireless device, a fax, or the like. The rights owner can specify 
the type of user that should be notified, for example whether a rights owner, buyer, 
request reviewer, or request approver, as well as the notification content. The 
notification rules can be stored in the rights repository and dynamically returned to the 
rights exchange application and rights intelligence application via the rights licensing 
application. 

Further, for each status, or state, in the licensing process described below, the 
rights owner can configure what actions can be performed by each type of user. For 
example, the rights owner can specify if rights owner, buyer, request reviewer, or 
request approver, can accept a licensing request, deny a licensing request, negotiate the 
licensing request, research the licensing request, and so on. The workflow rules can be 
stored in the rights repository and dynamically returned to the rights exchange 
application and rights intelligence application via the rights licensing application. 

Thus, the illustrated transaction process is just one example of a process in 
accordance with the present invention. 

A buyer begins the transaction process at state 302 by searching for available 
properties and associated property rights. The licensor can configure which system 
entities, such as properties, rights, requests, agreements, licenses, licensees, licensors, 
and the like, as well as which attributes for each entity, such as MPAA rating, genre, 
right, territory, language, term start, term end, licensee name, licensor name, request 
date, agreement date, and the like, can be used as searchable parameters by the search 
engine. The search engine rules can be stored in the rights repository and dynamically 
returned to the rights exchange application via the rights licensing application. The 
buyer then conducts the search using a search engine that searches through the central 
repository 104. The buyer defines the search parameters by specifying such system 
entities as properties, rights, requests, agreements, licenses, licensees, licensors, and so 
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on, and by defining the search parameters for the attributes for each entity, such as 
MPAA rating, genre, right, territory, language, term start, term end, licensee name, 
licensor name, request date, agreement date, and the like. The search engine searches 
through the rights repository 104 and returns a list of available intellectual properties 
matching the search criterion. 

Assuming the buyer locates and selects one or more suitable intellectual 
properties, the buyer then submits a request to license or buy the desired rights at state 
304. The information that the buyer must provide in order for the license request to be 
successfully process can be configured by the licensor using the rights owner 
application by defining "license request templates," as discussed above. The template 
can be stored in the rights repository and dynamically returned to the rights exchange 
application via the rights licensing application. 

For example, the buyer may be requested or required to provide the rights 
management and licensing system with contact information, such as company name, 
buyer name, intended use, the intellectual property rights desired by the buyer and the 
like to the licensing application, which submits this information for storage to the 
central repository 104. The buyer may also indicate if the licensor's terms are 
acceptable or the buyer can suggest alternative terms. The status of the selected 
intellectual property right in the central repository 104 is set to "requested" at state 306. 
The intellectual property licensor will thus be able to keep track of request activity. In 
general, the licensor can configure or define which steps during the transaction process 
require an update to the status of the request. The configuration of the licensing 
workflow process can include defining steps, status, actions, and user notification rules. 
The workflow rules can be stored in the rights repository and dynamically returned to 
the rights exchange application via the rights licensing application. 

At state 308, the buyer is notified that the request has successfully been received 
by the rights management and licensing system 100. As previously discussed, the 
licensor can configure the rules associated with notifications. For example, the licensor 
can specify which status or step during the licensing workflow process will cause a 
notification to be sent, the type or form of the notification message (email, pager, 
wireless device, fax, and the like), the type of user that should be notified (buyer, 
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licensor, request reviewer, request approver, and the like.), and textual content of the 
notification. The notification rules can be stored in the rights repository and 
dynamically returned to the rights exchange application and rights intelligence 
application via the rights licensing application. In this example, the buyer has 
configured the workflow to cause notifications to be sent at states 308, 310, 344, 356, 
and 358. 

In this example, a notification 310, in the form of e-mail or other messaging 
medium, notifies the licensor of the request. The notification 310 includes the name of 
the property, the requested rights, the identity of the buyer, the buyer contact 
information, and whether the licensor's terms have been accepted or whether the buyer 
has proposed alternative terms. 

As each request is received, the licensor can review the request at state 312 using 
the rights intelligence application to determine the next appropriate step in the process. 
Once the request notification has been sent to the licensor or the licensor otherwise has 
accessed the request information, the status of the request and the status of the selected 
intellectual property right in the central repository is updated at state 314 to "under 
review by the licensor." A notification 316 that the licensor is reviewing the request is 
sent to the buyer, thereby keeping the buyer aware of the progress of the request. 

For each status, or step, in the licensing process the licensor can configure what 
actions, such as accept request, deny request, negotiate, perform research, and the like, 
can be performed by each type of user, for example, by the buyer, licensor, request 
reviewer, request approver, and the like. The workflow rules can be stored in the rights 
repository 104 and dynamically returned to the rights exchange application 108 and 
rights intelligence application 102 via the rights licensing application 106. For each 
status, or step, in the licensing process the licensor can configure or specify what actions 
can be performed by each type of user. For example the licensor can specify if the 
buyer, licensor, request reviewer, request approver or the like can accept a request, deny 
a request, negotiate, perform research, or the like. The workflow rules can be stored in 
the rights repository and dynamically returned to the rights exchange application and 
rights intelligence application via the rights licensing application. In this example, the 
licensor can accept the buyer's request 318, reject the request 320, choose to negotiate 
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with the buyer 322, or, at state 324, may conduct further research into the buyer's 
request, including into the buyer's background, intended use of the property and other 
criterion. Such actions by the licensor may be reflected in real time on the licensing 
application 106, so that the buyer can view the licensor's response. If the licensor 
accepts the buyer's request, including offer terms, at state 318, a deal memo, a licensing 
agreement, or a purchase agreement incorporating the agreed upon specified terms, is 
generated. 

If the licensor decides to negotiate the buyer's request at state 322, the licensor 
specifies new or modified terms in a counteroffer at state 330. If the request is denied at 
state 328, the owner can optionally specify or explain why the request was denied. 

Documents can be dynamically generated, merging information from the buyer's 
license request with a document template that presents the data in a desired format. The 
licensor can configure the rules associated with document generation such at defining a 
document template, what type of template it is to be use for, such as a reply to a 
licensing request, a denial letter, a license quote, a license agreement, and the like. The 
licensor can also specify at which state during the during the licensing process the 
document is to be used, which data elements should be merged into the template, and in 
what format the document should be generated, such as RTF, Postscript, Word, PDF, 
and the like. The document generation rules can be stored in the rights repository and 
dynamically returned to the rights exchange application and rights intelligence 
application via the rights licensing application. 

Actions during the transaction process that can be construed as legally binding 
may require authentication of the system user. Certificates, digital signatures, 
public/private key infrastructure (PKI) and the like, may be managed by the rights 
licensing application and the rights repository to validate the transaction. 

After completion of states 326, 328, or 330, the rights repository database is 
updated at state 332 to reflect the current status of the transaction with respect to the 
right or rights at issue. The license agreement, rejection, or counteroffer is messaged to 
the buyer via e-mail 334 or the like and the status in updated, assuming that is how the 
buyer configured the workflow. As previously discussed, the licensor can configure 
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which steps during the transaction process require an update to the status of the request 
and when and how a notification or message is to be provided. 

The buyer reviews the request response at state 336. The buyer can elect to 
accept the terms 338, reject the terms 340, or negotiate the terms 342. Upon such 
election, the repository database 104 is updated at state 348 to reflect the current status 
of the transaction with respect to the right or rights at issue, and a notification 354 is 
sent to the licensor, assuming that is how the buyer configured the workflow. As 
previously discussed, the licensor can configure which steps during the transaction 
process require an update to the status of the request and when and how a notification or 
message is to be provided. 

If the buyer accepts the terms, the buyer can elect to pay by credit card 350 or 
purchase order 352 and the repository database 104 is accordingly updated at state 354, 
assuming that is how the buyer configured the workflow. Notifications 356, 358 are 
accordingly submitted to a finance department and a delivery department. In one 
embodiment, the rights owner may solely handle payment and delivery of the rights. 
The notification to the finance department includes a notification of the sale and the 
associated payment terms. This procedure helps streamline communications, helping 
ensure that invoices can go out in a timely manner. The finance department processes 
the payment and the delivery department delivers the property. Delivery may be 
performed by actually mailing or couriering the property to the buyer using services 
such as Federal Express. Optionally, if the property is in a digital format, such as 
digitized audio or video, in some instances the buyer can download the property using 
the exchange application 108. 

In particular, the licensor can configure delivery rules for both analog and digital 
asset. Upon completion of the licensing transaction, as defined by the licensor, the rights 
repository may store the digital asset, or a reference to the digital asset stored in another 
repository such as one used by a digital asset management (DAM) system or a media 
asset management (MAM) system. Digital delivery of the asset may also include digital 
protection to prevent copying, altering, or otherwise tampering with the digital asset. In 
embodiments where such digital delivery is provided, delivery rules are stored in the 
rights repository and include the necessary information needed to communicate with the 
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digital delivery system such a digital rights management (DRM) system, secure 
streaming media server, and the like. 

If the buyer wants to negotiate at state 342, then the buyer specifies new or 
amended terms in a counter offer at state 344, which is sent to the buyer via e-mail 354. 
The licensor can then again review the request at state 312, as described above. 

In one embodiment, a delivery / service system, included within the rights 
management and licensing system 100, manages the payment process and/or delivery of 
the intellectual property. The service system may perform various tasks including 
security monitoring, disaster control, and customer service. 

In one embodiment, the licensing process for a given property can be completed 
automatically, without manual intervention on the part of the licensor. For example, the 
license terms may be fixed and not subject to negotiation. A workflow process guides 
the potential licensee through the licensing process. The workflow process receives a 
potential licensee's request for a given property and associated rights, determines if 
those rights are still available, and provides the predetermined license terms. If the 
licensee agrees to the licenses terms and provides payment, the license can 
automatically be granted without requiring manual intervention on the part of the 
owner/licensor. 

The process of locating desired intellectual property rights will now be described 
in greater detail. For most prospective buyers or licensors of intellectual property 
rights, a first step is to search for intellectual property rights and their availability. The 
buyer can conduct a search using a search tool provided by the licensing application 106 
for finding property and/or associated rights. In one embodiment, the buyer completes a 
template of questions to identify property specifics such as property type, title, right, 
geographic and/or commercial territories in which rights are desired, and so on. The 
search tool can then query the repository to determine which, if any, items fulfill the 
requirements provided by the buyer. The search results are made available to the buyer, 
who may then save the results, conduct further research on specific intellectual property 
rights, and/or make an offer to purchase specific intellectual property rights. 
Optionally, the search results may include intellectual property rights that meet a pre- 
determined number of, but not all of the specified requirements. 
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An exemplary search page is illustrated in Figure 4. The buyer can specify the 
search criteria using a first menu field 405 and a second field 410. In this example, the 
buyer has chosen to search for a documentary film whose title contains the keyword 
"summer." The user can specify other search criteria, such as territory, language, 
format, genre, and so on using the drop down menu 405. In this example, four results 
420 are found in the repository 104 and are displayed. If the buyer is interested in one 
or more of the properties, the buyer may then view terms for obtaining the intellectual 
property by activating the corresponding terms link 430. The terms may include such 
information as term availability of rights, asking price by licensor, and other 
information such as number of requests for that property. The buyer may then select 
one or more rights that the buyer desires to purchase or license by selecting a 
corresponding link titled "license" 440. The buyer may then be required to provide 
information requested or specified by the licensor, such as the buyer's name, company 
information, intended use of the intellectual property and the like, in order to submit a 
request to purchase or license intellectual property rights. 

As previously discussed, one advantage provided by an embodiment of the 
present invention is that the disclosed rights management and licensing system includes 
a collection of integrated tools that enable users, such as intellectual property rights 
owners, to manage information about their properties and rights. Accordingly, the 
intellectual property rights owner may create a personal library of intellectual property 
rights by adding intellectual property information and specifying which category each 
property be identified with utilizing the owner's application. The owner may provide 
such information as title, a synopsis of the property, contributors to the property, 
characteristics of the property, images, video and/or music clips, and the like. 

Figure 5A illustrates a sample page, in which the owner can view a list 520 of 
owned properties. Here, the first page of 20 pages of properties is displayed. The 
owner can see when the individual properties were added to the list of properties 520. 
The owner can also see the number of rights associated with each property 530. 
Selecting the underlined links may display additional information. For example, 
selecting the underlined link stating the number or rights 530 for a given property will 
display which rights are owned and which are licensed out. The owner may also edit, 
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delete, and add new rights to each property by activating an 'Add new Rights' link 540. 
The owner may add new properties by activating an 'Add new Properties' link 550 and 
also delete select properties by activating an 'Delete new Properties' link 560. 

As previously discussed, the rights owner application 102, in one embodiment, 
enables the owner to easily edit information already entered. The owner can also create 
a new property entry with descriptive elements identical to another property and then 
edit some descriptive elements to create an entirely new property entry. An assistant 
wizard may be provided by the rights application 102 to aid in entering and updating all 
such information. The rights owner application 102 may also provide other help. For 
example, a dynamic pricing matrix specifying base price for licensing or sale of 
property rights based oh such factors as territory, language, term, and rights requested, 
may be provided. 

Figures 5B-5K illustrate further example user interfaces or forms for assigning 
rights to a property or properties and/or modifying rights assigned to a property or 
properties. As illustrated in Figure 5B, by selecting or activating an appropriate link a 
licensor can select the right type, property, media right, territory, language, actual term 
start, actual term end, estimated term start, estimated term end, relative term start, 
relative term end, and the term duration. Figure 5C illustrates the interface and menu 
presented if "right type" is selected, wherein the licensor can choose from a type of 
"Rights In," that is, rights owned or acquired by the licensor, and a type of "Rights 
Out," that is, rights sold or licensed out. 

Figure 5D illustrates the interface and menu presented if the "Property" link 
illustrated in Figure 5B is selected, wherein the licensor can choose from a list of the 
properties that the licensor owns or is entitled to license out. Figure 5E illustrates the 
interface and menu presented if the "Media Right" link illustrated in Figure 5B is 
selected, wherein the licensor can choose from a list of media rights, such as radio 
rights, stills, stock footage, television, and the like, that the licensor is offering. The 
licensor can select media rights categories using different degrees of granularity. For 
example, the licensor can select the level "Television" to select all television related 
rights. Alternatively, the licensor can select at a lower level the "Satellite" and 
"Syndication" rights, by way of example. The licensor can select the hierarchical level 
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from which the media rights will be selected. For example, one hierarchical level can 
be an "A Standard Rights" hierarchy level, while another hierarchical level can be an 
"Alternative Media Right" hierarchy level. The licensor can select one or more of the 
listed media rights. 

Figure 5F illustrates the interface and menu presented if the "Territory" link 
illustrated in Figure 5B is selected, wherein the licensor can choose one or more 
territories from a list of the territories in which the licensor is entitled to or wants to 
license out rights. The licensor can select using different degrees of granularity, such as 
worldwide, an entire continent, a region, a country, a state, or a city. For example, the 
licensor can select the level "Africa" to select all of Africa. Similarly, the licensor can 
select "Europe" to select all of Europe, or "Italy" to select just Italy. Alternatively, the 
licensor can select at a lower level "Central Africa" to select all of central Africa, or, as 
illustrated in Figure 5G, the licensor can select individual countries within central 
Africa, such as Burundi, by way of example. The licensor can select the hierarchical 
level from which the media rights will be selected. For example, in the illustrated 
example, a hierarchical level "Alternative Territories" is selected, where the territories 
are presented as ordered by continents. Another hierarchical level is termed the 
"Territories by Language" hierarchical level, where territories are grouped together by 
dominant language. Thus, for example, all French-speaking countries would be shown 
as falling under the category "French," while all English-speaking countries would be 
shown as falling under the category "English." 

Figure 5H illustrates the interface and menu presented if the "Language" link 
illustrated in Figure 5B is selected, wherein the licensor can choose one or more media 
languages in which the licensor owner is entitled to or wants to license out rights. The 
licensor can select using different degrees of granularity, such as all languages or one or 
more selected languages. 

Figure 51 illustrates the interface and menu presented if the "Actual Term Start" 
link illustrated in Figure 5B is selected, wherein the licensor specifies the actual term 
start date and any specific exclusions, such a exclusion period start dates. 



-25- 



Figure 5J illustrates the interface and menu presented if the "Actual Term End" 
link illustrated in Figure 5B is selected, wherein the licensor specifies the actual term 
end date and any specific exclusion end dates. 

Figure 5K illustrates the completed property rights assignment form. 

Another significant, though optional, component of the owner's application is a 
collection of tools to help owners understand what they own and understand which of 
their properties and corresponding intellectual property rights are available for sale 
and/or licensing. In one embodiment, a library analysis tool may assist the owner in 
reporting and interacting with information in the owner's library. For example, the 
library analysis tool may provide the owner with reports which may be standard reports 
containing a breakdown of the owner's properties and respective rights, or may be more 
advanced reports providing data in several formats enabling comparison of data in 
several configurations. 

Additionally, interactive tools enabling the owner to conveniently find which 
properties are the most profitable, track daily requests for properties or other transaction 
related events may also be provided. For example, a buyer may be able to view the 
status of any current of historical activity. The licensor may not only have information 
at a buyer specific level, but also statistical information regarding types of properties 
requested, dollars generated by territory, and so on. Licensors may also be able to 
access reports containing web-based data on number of hits to licensor's properties, top 
properties, and so on. 

The rights licensing application 106 will now be described in greater detail. The 
rights licensing application 106 provides real time access to information about property 
and related rights availability to the rights exchange application 108 and remote 
applications 110 utilizing third party software, which may be used by buyers. In one 
embodiment, a real time licensing engine accepts requests for information, interprets the 
requests, and makes the appropriate calls to the underlining system components. 

The real time licensing engine may accept and interpret licensing requests in 
different forms, representing various levels of complexity and security. An HTTP post 
method accepts a request for information by receiving the request through an Active 
Server Page (ASP), which interrupts elements and their values from an external web site 
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or application. The request is then parsed and the actual request parameters are passed 
on to a request broker. A second method of accepting a request for information includes 
using a COM component to receive a request through a designated port using two 
separate components, one on the client's server and the other in the licensing 
application. The information may also be encrypted using any number of commonly 
available encryption routines. 

In one embodiment, the central rights repository 104 is used to determine the 
availability of intellectual property rights through a bi-directional hierarchical 
navigation process and by extracting implied data relations. Other embodiments can 
use conventional techniques. 

The repository 104 may perform data management by inference rather than by 
direct reference. In this embodiment, the intellectual property rights owner specifies 
only the most or more general level of rights owned, and the most or more general level 
of rights licensed out. 

In contrast to conventional systems that perform data management by direct 
reference, one embodiment of the present invention performs data management by 
inference, that is, by finding implicit relationships. The central rights repository 104 
determines the availability of rights through implicit relationships when a query for 
specific rights is made. This novel process provides a faster, more efficient technique to 
determine the availability of intellectual property rights than that provided by 
conventional intellectual property rights management systems. Such a system for 
determining availability of rights requires minimal data entry on the part of the owner, 
and provides efficient information retrieval and rapidly determines available rights. In 
contrast to the disclosed process, conventional intellectual property rights management 
systems answer queries regarding available rights by combing through numerous, large, 
and explicit tables of rights. 

In a conventional rights availability database, the number of data elements 
required to track ownership of rights grows rapidly. For example, suppose a user 
wanted to track the intellectual property rights associated with a motion picture. 
Conventionally, a large number of data elements would have to be captured and stored 
in the database to uniquely identify the set of rights associated with fields like 
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geographical territories, term duration, language, and the like. In a similar fashion, the 
number of records required for rights licensed out can grow rapidly as well. For 
example, the same right can be sold in the same territory, in the same language, to 
multiple licensees for different time periods, thus requiring a number of records to be 
created and stored. Conventionally, when a search request is made, a query is run 
against large tables containing information regarding available and licensed rights. 

In contrast, a bi-directional navigation and implied data relations database, in 
accordance with one embodiment of the present invention, performs data management 
by inference. Figure 6 illustrates an exemplary high-level flow diagram of a process for 
determining the availability of rights associated with a property. As illustrated in Figure 
6, the owner enters the highest level of rights owned 610 and the highest level of rights 
that have already been licensed 620, and runs queries to determine if a specific right is 
available for a given piece of intellectual property 630. The implied relations database 
utilizes the fact that most data elements such as rights, territories, languages, terms and 
the like have a hierarchical or a multi-level structure. A relational database 
management system stores and retrieves relationships between data values by creating 
hierarchy tables 640. To avoid running multiple queries, a more circular view of the 
data is then dynamically created by extracting the root value from the hierarchy table 
and attaching this root value to the hierarchy table, thus presenting a denormalized data 
set 650. Such hierarchy tables may be stored in the database and retrieved for queries 
for rights in the future. 

As stated previously, property owners or licensors generally have at least two 
basic sets of information to track: 1) the rights they have acquired (Rights In), and 2) the 
rights they have sold or licensed to another entity (Rights Out). The difference between 
these two sets of data identifies what rights are available for further exploitation, also 
referred to as 'Available Rights', or 'Availabilities.' 

One method for achieving bi-directional hierarchical navigation of rights-related 
data elements, i.e., the ability to identify generational relationships, such as 
ancestor/descendent relationships, between any two values at any level in a hierarchy, 
utilizes binary tree data structures. 
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A binary tree can be defined as a collection of 'nodes.' Figure 14 is an example 
of a tree structure. Asia, Germany, and South America are examples of nodes. A tree 
has a primary node, or 'root. 5 The root node in Figure 14 is "Worldwide." A node that 
has no children is known as a 'leaf The node "Korea," is an example of a leaf node. A 
node is said to be a 'parent' if another node is a direct 'descendent.' Referring to Figure 
14, "North America" is a parent node to "Mexico," and "Mexico" is a child node to 
"North America." Nodes that have the same parent are said to be 'siblings.' "Mexico" 
and "U.S." are examples of sibling nodes in Figure 14. 

Some of the following example rules may also apply: 

o A root node has no parent. 

o A tree may have multiple root nodes. 

o A node can have no more than one parent. 

o A node may have many children. 

o Different branches of the tree may have different depths. 

Applying a tree data structure to intellectual property rights provides for 
efficient information retrieval. To retrieve information stored in this data structure, the 
system performs calculations to assign a pair of "left & right" or "minimum & 
maximum" integers or other ordered identifiers to each node. 

When a hierarchy is updated or edited, the system reassigns node integers, top- 
to-bottom, left-to-right. When the process is performed on the sample tree illustrated in 
Figure 14, the node integers are as indicated in the respective node blocks. Table 1 
illustrates Figure 14 represented as a territory hierarchy table listing territory values and 
the corresponding territory parent, minimum node integer value and maximum node 
integer value. 



Territory 


Territory 


Minimum 


Max 


Value 


Parent 


Node 


Node 






Integer 


Integer 


Worldwide 




1 


34 


Asia 


Worldwide 


2 


9 


Europe 


Worldwide 


10 


17 


North America 


Worldwide 


18 


25 


South America 


Worldwide 


26 


33 
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China 


Asia 


3 


4 


Japan 


Asia 


5 


6 


Korea 


Asia 


7 


8 


France 


Europe 


11 


12 


Germany 


Europe 


13 


14 


United Kingdom 


Europe 


15 


16 


Canada 


North America 


19 


20 


Mexico 


North America 


21 


22 


United States 


North America 


23 


24 


Argentina 


South America 


27 


28 


Brazil 


South America 


29 


30 


Peru 


South America 


31 


32 



Table 1 - Territory Hierarchy Table with Node Integers 



When the above data set exists as a table or view in a relational database, 
standard SQL queries can be used to efficiently retrieve ancestor and descendent values 
in a rights-related hierarchy defined by a system user. 

If a user submits a request which necessitates the rights licensing application to 

retrieve all the descendents of Asia, which has a minimum node value of 2 and a 

maximum node value of 9, the SQL statement can take the following example form: 

Select Territory Value From Table 1 
Where Minimum Node Integer >= 2 
and Minimum Node Integer <= 9 

The result set from this query is as shown in Table 2: 

Territory 

Value 

Asia 

China 

Japan 

Korea 



The technique described above can be applied to any rights-related data element 
in different rights-related hierarchies of varying depths. The technique enables the 
system to dramatically reduce the amount of data required to store for managing rights 
information. 

By way of example, a rights owner or licensor has acquired rights (Rights In) for 
"All Media" types, in "All Countries," in "All Languages," the system allows the user 
to select the highest, or most general level of rights owned. Rather than storing all 
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possible combinations of available and/or unavailable rights, the system stores the 
highest node or level of available rights in the tree and the highest node or level of 
exclusions, if any. 

Since the data elements (Rights Types, Countries, and Languages) have a 
hierarchical relationship, then the list of values for each of these data elements can be 
presented in a hierarchical fashion to the user as illustrated below. 

For example, if a user, such as a rights owner, owns or can license out all media 
rights to a given property, rather than having to specify and create records for each 
media right owned, when presented with a hierarchical list of Right Types, the user can 
select 'All Media' from the list of values illustrated in example Table 3 below: 



Right Types 

All Media 

Merchandise 

Accessories 

Apparel 

Games 

Music 

Performance 

Publishing 

Recording 

Television 

Basic Cable 
Free TV 
Pay TV 

Video 

DVD 

Laser Disc 
VHS 

Table 3 

If the user owns or can license out the worldwide rights to the given property, 
rather than having to specify and create records for each country, when presented with a 
hierarchical list Territories, the user selects 'Worldwide' from the list of values in 
example Table 4: 

Territories 

Worldwide 
Asia 

China 

Japan , 
Korea 

Europe 

France 
Germany 
United Kingdom 

North America 
Canada 
Mexico 
United States 

South America 

Argentina 
Brazil 
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Peru 



Table 4 

If the user owns or can license out rights in all language, rather than having to 
specify and create records for each language, when presented with a hierarchical list of 
Languages, such as that in Table 5 below, the user selects 'All Languages' from the list 
of values: 

Languages 

All Languages 

English 

French 

German 

Japanese 

Spanish 

Table 5 

In one embodiment, the present invention reduces or minimizes the amount of 
data entry required by a system user, and further reduces or minimizes the amount of 
data the system needs to store. In one example embodiment, a unique record, or right 
set, is joined with the appropriate hierarchies to calculate the valid combinations. Thus, 
the system simulates the existence of large amounts of data via implied data 
relationships when the system is queried. 

Table 6 below, illustrates the unique record created and stored when the user 
selects "All Media," "Worldwide," and "All Languages" as discussed above. 



Right Type 


Territory 


Language 


All Media 


Worldwide 


All 

Languages 



Table 6 



If the set of rights information provided in Table 6 is associated with a film, 
such as Jaws, in response to a user request regarding a specific set of rights, the system 
would query the hierarchy for each data element (Right Type, Territory, and Language) 
and retrieve all the 'descendent' values of each value in the right set. 

The following are example actions the system can perform to complete the 

query: 

1. Retrieve Right Types, Territories, and Languages from Right Set 
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2. Retrieve the descendents for c All Media' in the Right Type hierarchy 

3. Retrieve the descendents for 'Worldwide' in the Territory hierarchy 

4. Retrieve the descendents for 'All Language' in the Language Type hierarchy 

5. Combine the results into one set of data. 

The example above is an example of 'downward ' navigation of the hierarchy, 
where the navigation starts from the upper-most 'ancestor' value and traverses down the 
hierarchy to retrieve all the descendent values. 

Table 7 below is a portion of a Data Set of calculated combinations of rights- 
related data generated from the results of the descendent retrieval process using the 
sample data above, in response to a query for the following rights set: "All Media," 
"Worldwide," and "All Languages." 
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Right Type 


Territory 


Language 


Ail Media 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Merchandise 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Accessories 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Apparel 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Games 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Music 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Performance 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Publishing 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Recording 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Television 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Basic Cable 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Free TV 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Pay TV 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Video 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


DVD 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Laser Disc 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


VHS 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


All Media 


Asia 


All Languages 


Merchandise 


Asia 


All Languages 


Accessories 


Asia 


All Languages 


Apparel 


Asia 


All Languages 


Games 


Asia 


All Languages 


Music 


Asia 


All Languages 


Performance 


Asia 


All Languages 


Publishing 


Asia 


All Languages 


Recording 


Asia 


All Languages 


Television 


Asia 


All Languages 


Basic Cable 


Asia 


All Languages 


Free TV 


Asia 


All Languages 


Pay TV 


Asia 


All Languages 


Video 


Asia 


All Languages 


DVD 


Asia 


All Languages 


Laser Disc 


Asia 


All Languages 


VHS 


Asia 


All Languages 


All Media 


China 


All Languages 


Merchandise 


China 


All Languages 


Accessories 


China 


All Languages 


Apparel 


China 


All Languages 


Games 


China 


All Languages 


Music 


China 


All Languages 


Performance 


China 


All Languages 


Publishing 


China 


All Languages 


Recording 


China 


All Languages 


Television 


China 


All Languages 


Basic Cable 


China 


All Languages 


Free TV 


China 


All Languages 


Pay TV 


China 


All Languages 


Video 


China 


All Languages 


DVD 


China 


All Languages 


Laser Disc 


China 


All Languages 


VHS 


China 


All Languages 









Table 7 



The complete Table 7 would result in the following number of records: 
17 Right Types x 17 Territories x 6 Languages = 1,734 unique records. 
Thus in this embodiment, with one right set the system can manage what 
traditional rights management systems need 1,734 records to manage. 
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The previous example query resulted in navigation that started at the top of the 
hierarchy. The following example illustrates an embodiment of the present invention 
applied to A inquiry that starts in the middle of a hierarchy . 

If the query is: 

"Are Pay TV rights, in English, in North America owned for Jaws?" 

Again, assuming the same set of rights (All Media, Worldwide, All Languages) 
described above has been entered for Jaws, the system performs the following actions: 

1 . Retrieve Right Types, Territories, and Languages from Right Set 

2. Retrieve the descendents for 'All Media' in the Right Type hierarchy 

3. Retrieve the descendents for 'Worldwide' in the Territory hierarchy 

4. Retrieve the descendents for 'All Languages' in the Language Type 
hierarchy 

5. Combine results into one set of data. 

6. Query the combined set of data to determine if a record exists for 'Pay 
TV, 'North America', and 'English.' In this example, the answer is yes. 

The system is able to traverse the hierarchy to determine if a value (Pay TV) is 
owned. In this example, a specific record for Pay TV does not exist, nor is there a 
record for Pay TV's parent (Television). However, there is a record for Television's 
parent ('All Media). By traversing the hierarchy, the system determines the correct 
answer to the inquiry. 

In the above examples the set of rights data is 'Rights In' data. That is, rights 
acquired or owned inherently through the creation of an original work of art, or by 
otherwise acquiring rights. 

Some subset of the rights may have been held back, or excluded, from the total 
set of rights that were acquired. By way of example, the exclusion may be for a specific 
media-type, territory, language, or the like. The system can capture 'Rights In 
Exclusions' using the process previously described. For example, Universal Pictures 
may acquire All Media rights to Jaws, Worldwide, in all Languages, excluding Music 
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rights in Asia, in English. As illustrated in Table 8 below, by adding an indicator that 
identifies the type of record (Right Set ID), such as Rights In, Rights In Excluded, 
Rights Out, and Rights Out Excluded, and an identifier that enables the system to group 
related records together (Right Record Type), the system can efficiently manage Rights 
In and Rights In Exclusion information. Figure 15 illustrates an example of Rights In / 
Rights Out / Available Data Sets. Table 8 illustrates the totality of available rights and 
excluded rights can be defined using two records. If there were more exclusions, 
additional records may be used to define the additional exclusions. 



Right Set ID 


Right Type 


Territory 


Language 


Right Record Type 


1 


All Media 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Rights in 


1 


Video 


Asia 


English 


Rights In Exclusion 



Table 8 

Given the following query: 

"Are DVD rights, in China, in English, owned for Jaws?" 
The system performs the following acts: 

1 . Retrieve Right Types, Territories, and Languages from Right Set 

2. Retrieve 'Rights In' data 

a. Retrieve the descendents for 'All Media' in the Right Type 



hierarchy 
b. 

hierarchy 
c. 

hierarchy 
d. 



Retrieve the descendents for 'Worldwide' in the Territory 
Retrieve the descendents for 'All Media' in the Right Type 



Combine results into one set of data. 

3. Retrieve 'Rights In Exclusion' data 

a. Retrieve the descendents for 'Video' in the Right Type hierarchy 

b. Retrieve the descendents for 'Asia' in the Territory hierarchy 

c. Retrieve the descendents for 'English' in the Right Type 
hierarchy 

d. Combine results into one set of data. 

4. Join the two sets of data, removing the 'Rights In Exclusions' data from 
the 'Rights In' data. 
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5. Query the resulting set of data to determine if a record exists for 'DVD', 
* China' , and ' English.' In this example, the answer would be the requested right set is 
unavailable. 

Thus, using only two records the system is able to infer the totality of rights 
availability. 

'Rights In' and 'Rights In Exclusions' information provide a portion of the 
information used to manage rights. 'Rights Out' and 'Rights Out Exclusions' 
information provide additional data used to more completely mange the property rights. 
That is, of the set of rights acquired/licensed, what rights have been exclusively licensed 
out or sold. Again, building upon the previous example, adding an additional Right 
Record Type, as illustrated in Table 9 below, allows the system to distinguish between 
Rights In and Rights Out records; 



Right Set ID 


Right Type 


Territory 


Language 


Right Record Type 


1 


All Media 


Worldwide 


All Languages 


Rights In 


1 


Video 


Asia 


English 


Rights In Exclusion 


2 


Free TV 


Canada 


French 


Rights Out 



Table 9 



Given the following question: 

"Are Free TV rights, in Canada, in French, owned for Jaws?" 
The system performs the following acts: 

1. Retrieve 'Rights In' data 

a. Retrieve the descendents for 'All Media' in the Right Type 
hierarchy 

b. Retrieve the descendents for 'Worldwide' in the Territory 
hierarchy 

c. Retrieve the descendents for 'All Languages' in the Language 
hierarchy 

d. Combine results into one set of data. 

2. Retrieve 'Rights In Exclusion' data 

a. Retrieve the descendents for 'Video' in the Right Type hierarchy 

b. Retrieve the descendents for 'Asia' in the Territory hierarchy 

c. Retrieve the descendents for 'English' in the Language hierarchy 
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d. Combine results into one set of data. 

3. Join the two sets of data, removing the 'Rights In Exclusions' data from 
the 'Rights In' data. 

4. Retrieve 'Rights Out 5 data 

a. Retrieve the descendents for 'Free TV in the Right Type 
hierarchy 

b. Retrieve the descendents for 'Canada' in the Territory hierarchy 

c. Retrieve the descendents for 'French' in the Language Type 
hierarchy 

d. Combine results into one set of data. 

5. Join the two sets of data, removing the 'Rights Out' data from the 
'Rights In' data. 

6. Query the resulting set of data to determine if a record exists for 'Free 
TV, 'Canada', and 'French'. The resulting answer would be no. 

Thus, in one embodiment, the present invention provides a method for 
associating intellectual property to a set of rights which is comprised of any number of 
rights-related characteristics, for associating values found in the 'rights set' to the 
appropriate descendent/ancestor values in a hierarchy, and for dynamically calculating a 
list of available rights through implied relationships resulting from bi-directional 
hierarchical navigation to thereby provide efficient storage of rights-related information. 

An example hierarchy tree 800 illustrating the hierarchical nature of licensing 
durations or terms is shown in Figure 8A. In this example, there are three levels in the 
hierarchy for time: year, quarter, month. Such a hierarchy tree displays the parent-child 
relationships between each value of time. For example, the year '2001' is the parent of 
the quarter '1 st quarter', which in turn is the parent of the month "Jan". A value that 
does not have a parent value is referred to as the root value, while a value that has no 
children and is at the bottom of the hierarchy is said to be a leaf value. 

A relational database management system stores and retrieves relationships 
between data values by creating hierarchy tables 810. A sample hierarchy table 810 
corresponding to the hierarchy tree 800 is shown in Figure 8B. The first column 820 of 
the hierarchy table 810 consists of all the time leaf values, and the second column 830 
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consists of the corresponding parent values. Such a table is then used to determine 
parent-child relationship for any time value. For example, a Structured Query Language 
(SQL) query can be created in which the starting point is a leaf value and the resulting 
value is the root value. For example, a SQL query of "select time_parent where 
time_value = 'Jan' " would return the value '1 st Qtr', and a subsequent query of "select 
time_parent where time_value = '1 st Qtr' " would return the value '2001'. Thus, in two 
queries the leaf value and the root value are traversed. In a similar fashion, queries can 
be written for hierarchy tables with large number of levels. 

To avoid running multiple queries, a more circular view of the data is then 
dynamically created. The root value, which is the value highest in the hierarchy, is 
extracted from the data in the hierarchy table and attached to the hierarchy table as a 
separate column, thus presenting a denormalized data set. A sample circular view of the 
data is illustrated in Figure 8C. In the illustrated table, the first column 840 represents 
the root value '2001'. This root value has been extracted from the hierarchy table in 
Figure 8B and is the highest value in the time hierarchy tree 800 illustrated in Figure 
9A. The second column 850 represents the intermediate children values, namely the 
four quarters, and the third column 860 represents the final leaf values, namely the 
twelve months, which have no further children in the hierarchy tree 800. 

In one embodiment of the relational database management system, an 
intellectual property right can be uniquely identified by a set of the following data 
elements: Property, Rights Type, Territory, Language and Term. Figures 9-13 
illustrate hierarchy trees, hierarchy tables, and circular view tables for these data 
elements. 

Figure 9A illustrates the hierarchy tree 900 for media right types. The overall 
parent value is "all media" 910 with children values of 'merchandise' 911, 'music' 912, 
'TV 913, and 'video' 914. These children values have further children values, which 
form the leaf values for the hierarchy tree 900. For Example, 'merchandise' 91 1 has the 
children values of 'accessories' 915, 'apparel' 916 and 'games' 917. 'Music' 912 has 
the children values of 'performance' 918, 'publication' 919, and 'record' 920. 'TV 913 
has the children values of 'basic cable' 921, 'free TV 922, and 'pay TV 923. 'Video' 
914 has the children values of 'DVD' 924, 'Laser Disc' 925, and 'VHS' 926. 
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Figure 9B illustrates the hierarchy table for rights types. The first column 930 of 
the hierarchy table consists of all the media right type leaf values, and the second 
column 940 consists of the corresponding parent values. Figure 9C illustrates the 
circular hierarchy table for right types. In the illustrated table, the first column 950 
represents the root value 'all media'. This root value has been extracted from the 
hierarchy table in Figure 9B and is the highest value in the media rights type hierarchy 
tree illustrated in Figure 9A. The second column 960 represents the intermediate 
children values, namely 'merchandise' 911, 'music' 912, 'TV 913, and 'video' 914. 
The third column 970 represents the final leaf values, such as 'accessories' 915, 
'apparel' 916, 'games' 917, and so on, which have no further children in the hierarchy 
tree 900 illustrated in Figure 9A. In one embodiment, such hierarchy tables may be 
created using SQL commands similar to those used in creating the hierarchy table in 
Figures 8B and 8C. 

In a similar fashion Figure 10A illustrates the hierarchy tree 120 for territories. 
The overall parent value is "worldwide" 121 with children values of 'Asia' 122, 
'Europe' 123, 'North America' 124, and 'South America' 125. These children values 
have further children values, which form the leaf values for the hierarchy tree 120. For 
Example, 'Asia' 122 has the children values of 'China' 126, 'Japan' 127 and 'Korea' 
128. 'Europe' 123 has the children values of 'France' 129, 'Germany' 130, and 'United 
Kingdom' 131. 'North America' 124 has the children values of 'Canada' 132, 'Mexico' 
133, and 'United States' 134. 'South America' 125 has the children values of 
'Argentina' 135, 'Brazil' 136, and 'Peru' 137. 

Figure 10B illustrates the hierarchy table for territories. The first column 140 of 
the hierarchy table consists of all the territory leaf values, and the second column 150 
consists of the corresponding parent values. Figure 10C illustrates the circular 
hierarchy table for territories. In the illustrated table, the first column 160 represents the 
root value 'worldwide'. This root value has been extracted from the hierarchy table in 
Figure 10B and is the highest value in the media rights type hierarchy tree 120 
illustrated in Figure 10A. The second column 170 represents the intermediate children 
values, namely 'Asia' 122, 'Europe' 123, 'North America' 124, and 'South America' 
125. The third column 180 represents the final leaf values, such as 'China' 126, 
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'Japan 5 127, 'Korea' 128, and so on, which have no further children in the hierarchy tree 
120 illustrated in Figure 10A. In one embodiment, such hierarchy tables may be created 
using SQL commands similar to those used in creating the hierarchy table in Figures 8B 
and 8C. 

In a similar fashion Figure 11A illustrates the hierarchy tree 185 for property 
types. The overall parent value is "all properties" 190 with children values of 'Summer 
Bash F 191, 'Grincho' 192, 'Jams' 193, 'Mummyo' 194, and 'Terminators' 195. 
Figure 11B illustrates the hierarchy table for property types. The first column 196 of 
the hierarchy table consists of all the property leaf values, and the second column 150 
consists of the corresponding parent values. Figure 11C illustrates the circular 
hierarchy table for property types. In the illustrated table, the first column 198 
represents the root value "all properties" 190. This root value has been extracted from 
the hierarchy table in Figure 11B and is the highest value in the media rights type 
hierarchy tree 185 illustrated in Figure 11 A. The second column 199 represents the 
final leaf values, such as 'Summer Bash F 191, 'Grincho' 192, 'Jams' 193, and so on, 
which have no further children in the hierarchy tree 185 illustrated in Figure 11 A. In 
one embodiment, such hierarchy tables may be created using SQL commands similar to 
those used in creating the hierarchy table in Figures 8B and 8C. 

Figure 12A illustrates the hierarchy tree 250 for languages. The overall parent 
value is "all languages" 260 with children values of 'English' 261, 'French' 262, 
'German' 263, 'Japanese' 264, and 'Spanish' 265. Figure 12B illustrates the hierarchy 
table for languages. The first column 270 of the hierarchy table consists of all the 
language leaf values, and the second column 275 consists of the corresponding parent 
values. Figure 12C illustrates the circular hierarchy table for languages. In the 
illustrated table, the first column 280 represents the root value "all languages" 280. 
This root value has been extracted from the hierarchy table in Figure 12B and is the 
highest value in the media rights type hierarchy tree 250 illustrated in Figure 12A. The 
second column 285 represents the final leaf values, such as 'English' 261, 'French' 262, 
'German' 263, and so on, which have no further children in the hierarchy tree 250 
illustrated in Figure 12 A. In one embodiment, such hierarchy tables may be created 
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using SQL commands similar to those used in creating the hierarchy table in Figures 8B 
and 8C. 

Figure 13 A illustrates the hierarchy tree 360 for terms. The overall parent value 
is "2001" 361 with children values of 'January' 362, 'February' 363, 'March' 364, and 
so on. These children values have further children values, which form the leaf values 
for the hierarchy tree 360. For Example, 'January' 362 has the children values of all the 
days of the month '1 st ' 365, '2 nd ' 366, '3 rd ' 367, and so on. Figure 13B illustrates the 
hierarchy table for terms. The first column 375 of the hierarchy table consists of all the 
term leaf values, and the second column 380 consists of the corresponding parent 
values. 

Figure 13C illustrates the circular hierarchy table for terms. In the illustrated 
table, the first column 385 represents the root value of the term year '2001'. This root 
value has been extracted from the hierarchy table in Figure 13B and is the highest value 
in the media rights type hierarchy tree 360 illustrated in Figure 13 A. The second 
column 390 represents the intermediate children values, which are the months of the 
year. The third column 395 represents the final leaf values, namely the days of the 
month '1 st ' 365, '2 nd ' 366, '3 rd ' 367, and so on, which have no further children in the 
hierarchy tree 360 illustrated in Figure 13 A. In one embodiment, such hierarchy tables 
may be created using SQL commands similar to those used in creating the hierarchy 
table in Figures 8B and 8C. 

A hierarchical understanding of data elements, as is illustrated in Figures 9 
through 13, can be inferred from the relational database management system. 
Therefore, there is no need to specifically define the hierarchical understanding, which 
is often necessary with conventional databases. In one embodiment, only the highest 
level or levels of information are stored for each one of the hierarchical data element 
sets. The hierarchies are used to infer what lower level rights are owned, licensed out 
and available. 

In one embodiment, once a denormalized data set has been attained by attaching 
the root value to the hierarchy table, as illustrated in Figure 8C, a search for a specific 
right can be accomplished using any number of commonly available methods. A 
relational database query written in Structured Query Language (SQL), in one 
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embodiment, can be utilized to run against the hierarchy tables already generated to 
determine whether the right that is being searched is available. 

For example, if the French language version of a movie is licensed in the 
territory of Canada for a term ending on the 1 st of January 2010, it can be determined 
using circular hierarchy tables, illustrated in Figures 10 -13, that other rights on the 
movie may be available. Suppose, the user wishes to determine whether the DVD 
format of the movie is available for licensing in Korea for a term starting 1 st of January 
2001. Using the hierarchy table illustrated in Figure 10C, it may be determined that the 
movie can be licensed in many countries such as such as China, Japan, Korea, France, 
and so on. A relational database query written in Structured Query Language (SQL) 
that utilizes the information that the movie has already been licensed in France, in one 
embodiment, can run against the hierarchy table generated in Figure 10C to determine 
that all rights to the property are available for licensing in Korea. 

Now suppose the user wishes to determine whether the DVD format of the 
French version of the movie is available to be licensed in Canada for a term starting 1 st 
of January 2005 and ending on the 1 st of January 2020, where the French language 
version has already been licensed for a term ending on the 1 st of January 2010. A 
relational database query written in Structured Query Language (SQL) that utilizes the 
information that the movie French language version has already been licensed in 
Canada for a term ending on the 1 st of January 2010, in one embodiment, can run 
against the hierarchy table generated in Figure 13C to determine that the French 
language version of the property is not available for licensing in Canada for the 
specified term. 

Thus, using the date capabilities of a RDMBS, this hierarchical understanding of 
dates is inherent which means we do not have to specifically define this table structure, 
however, this logical relationship helps us for both the Term Start Date and the Term 
End Date. This system is far more efficient than conventional property rights systems 
that store a specific combination of data elements identifying every right as a unique 
element, wherein a data element is the most elementary unit of data that can be 
identified and described, but not subdivided. This makes determining availability of a 
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right straightforward, however amount of data that must be stored is very large and can 
become unmanageable or unusable. 

Thus, the present invention provides rights owners and licensors the ability to 
efficiently produce revenue for intellectual property related to movies, television shows, 
music, books, computer games, trademarks, personality, and so on. The present 
invention advantageously provides an integrated rights management and licensing 
system for storing, tracking, licensing, buying, and selling intellectual property rights. 
Advantageously, the rights owner can configure the licensing process by specifying the 
workflow, notification rules, document templates, and the like. In one embodiment, the 
present invention utilizes a rights owner application, a central repository database, a 
rights licensing application, and a rights exchange application, to integrate the 
management, tracking, and licensing of intellectual property. Accordingly, the present 
invention allows intellectual property owners and consumers or licensees to conduct 
real-time licensing transactions over a network, such as the Internet, an intranet, and the 
like. 
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